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My Project Planner- Tile Edition 
 

Thank you so much for giving me the chance to be a part of your project. Your trust in me to 
help guide you through your project means so much to me.  

My hope for you is to have success with your project and that is why I made this planner. 

One day I was in my office editing some of the videos that I made and a thought occurred to 
me,” I need to make a planner that will outline everything that a DIY’er would need.” 

There are just so many things that go into a project, it can be overwhelming. I have been 
installing flooring for over twenty years and I forget things all the time. 

 I also thought that I could save people a lot of money, if I shared with them the tools and 
supplies that I use. 

I say this because as you know, there are a lot of bad products out there! The packages they 
come in are bright and shiny, but they can be GARBAGE. I have used many of these products. 
Trust me; I’ve thrown away my fair share of them too. 

Most of the products in this planner are very affordable. As a matter of fact a lot of them are 
cheaper than what you will find at the home improvement stores(which I refer to as “Box” 
stores). Of course the quality is by far better.  

All of the tools, materials and supplies that are listed in this planner are what I use. I am not 
going to put my name on anything that I do not use myself. 

There are a few tools in here that are expensive, such as the tile cutter($300) and the tile 
saw($500). I show these particular items to you because it is what I use. I believe if you are 
going to buy these types of tools, than this is what I highly recommend. 

You can rent these tools that are more expensive 
Check out my website for information on other tools that are more budget friendly. I do want 
you to weigh your situation out though. If your project is large or if you have more than one 
project to do, than buying these tools can be justified. Most showers alone, I charge $1500+ 
for a tile installation. It’s your choice.  
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I do want to be up front with you. Some of the tools and supplies in this planner, I do earn a 
commission on. This is not why I recommend them!  

If you want to just take the recommendations and purchase them somewhere else, that’s 
okay. 

Please enjoy this Planner and contact me with any of your questions. 

 

 

Joe@sothatshowyoudothat.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                             ©2012 FloorMechanics, LLC. All RIghts Reserved 

 

Make as many copies as YOU need 

but 

 

Please Do Not Reproduce this Planner for others - Thank You- Joe Letendre 

This section is the boring legal stuff 

http://www.sothatshowyoudothat.com/contact-us/
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My Flooring Budget 
  

Project Name -    __________________________________________________________________      

Project Budget -                                                                                 _____________ 

Materials- 
Tile                                                                                               _________ 

Cement board                                         _________ 

Grout               _________ 

Thin set              _________ 

Transitions              _________ 

Supplies- 
Paintable waterproof membrane            _________ 

Grout sealer               _________ 

Joint tape               _________ 

2x4’s                _________ 

Screws                 _________  

Sand mix               _________ 

Sponge’s                _________ 

5 gallon buckets               _________          

Measuring bucket               _________ 

Spacer’s                                                                                        _________ 

Wedges                                                                                        _________ 

Painters tape                _________ 
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Carpenters pencils                                                                    _________ 

Sharpies               _________ 

Chalk                 _________ 

4” scraper blades               _________ 

Utility blades               _________ 

Screw tips for drill               _________ 

Wax ring               _________ 

Toilet bolts               _________ 

Tools-  
Trowels               _________ 

Rubber gloves               _________ 

Tape Measure               _________ 

Hammer               _________ 

Level                 _________ 

Chalk line                _________ 

Tile nipper                _________ 

Utility knife                _________ 

Paint brush/roller               _________ 

Grout float                _________ 

Caulking gun                _________ 

Extension cord              _________ 

Speed square               _________ 

T-square                _________ 

L- square               _________ 

Broom                 _________ 
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Vacuum                _________ 

4” hand scraper            _________ 

6” taping knife               _________ 

Mixing paddle                _________ 

Grout removal tool               _________ 

Rental Tools- 
Angle grinder                                                                            _________ 

4” diamond blade              _________ 

Drill                 _________ 

Laser                _________ 

Tile cutter                _________ 

Cutting wheels              _________ 

Wet saw                _________ 

Jamb saw                _________ 

Jig saw                _________ 

Miscellaneous- 
________________               _________ 

________________               _________ 

________________               _________ 

________________                            _________ 

________________               _________ 

________________               _________ 

________________               _________ 
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My Flooring Budget 
 

 

This page is an example page to show you how to use the budget form below 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Put the amount that you are spending on the item on the left of the slash and then put the 
remaining total budget on the right of the slash. Work your way down the sheet.  

You might not need everything that is written on this sheet.  

If your budget is tight, some things may have to be eliminated and considered a luxury. Or you 
will need to raise your budget and get these items over time.  

The purpose of this sheet is so you don’t go into your project blind. I want you to know exactly 
how much is needed to complete your project. 

You can do it! If you have any more questions on budgeting, go to daveramsey.com and see my 
friends over there. He is the Professor of Financial Peace!  

Project Name-       __Bathroom________________________________ 

Project Budget   -                                                               $2300.00_ 

Materials- 
Tile                                                                                               _350/_1950 

Cement board                                         __100/ 1850 

Grout               __45_/_1805 

Thin set              ___65/_1740 

T iti               /  

Allocated Spending Sheet 

 

http://www.daveramsey.com/tools/budget-forms/
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My Flooring Budget 

 

 

Project Name -    __________________________________________________________________      

Project Budget -                                                                                 _____________ 

Materials- 
Tile                                                                                               _____/_____ 

Cement board                                         _____/_____ 

Grout               _____/_____ 

Thin set              _____/_____ 

Transitions              _____/_____ 

Supplies- 
Paintable waterproof membrane            _____/_____ 

Grout sealer               _____/_____ 

Joint tape               _____/_____ 

2x4’s                _____/_____ 

Screws                 _____/_____  

Sand mix               _____/_____ 

Sponge’s                _____/_____ 

5 gallon buckets               _____/_____          

Measuring bucket               _____/_____ 

Spacer’s                                                                                        _____/_____ 

Allocated Spending Sheet 
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Wedges                                                                                        _____/_____ 

Painters tape                _____/_____ 

Carpenters pencils                                                                    _____/_____ 

Sharpies               _____/_____ 

Chalk                 _____/_____ 

4” scraper blades               _____/_____ 

Utility blades               _____/_____ 

Screw tips for drill               _____/_____ 

Wax ring               _____/_____ 

Toilet bolts               _____/_____ 

Tools-  
Trowels               _____/_____ 

Rubber gloves               _____/_____ 

Tape Measure               _____/_____ 

Hammer               _____/_____ 

Level                 _____/_____ 

Chalk line                _____/_____ 

Tile nipper                _____/_____ 

Utility knife                _____/_____ 

Paint brush/roller               _____/_____ 

Grout float                _____/_____ 

Caulking gun                _____/_____ 

Extension cord              _____/_____ 

Speed square               _____/_____ 

T-square                _____/_____ 
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L- square               _____/_____ 

Broom                 _____/_____ 

Vacuum                _____/_____ 

4” hand scraper            _____/_____ 

6” taping knife               _____/_____ 

Mixing paddle                _____/_____ 

Grout removal tool               _____/_____ 

Rental Tools- 
Angle grinder                                                                            _____/_____ 

4” diamond blade              _____/_____ 

Drill                 _____/_____ 

Laser                _____/_____ 

Tile cutter                _____/_____ 

Cutting wheels              _____/_____ 

Wet saw                _____/_____ 

Jamb saw                _____/_____ 

Jig saw                _____/_____ 

Miscellaneous- 
________________               _____/_____ 

________________               _____/_____ 

________________               _____/_____ 

________________                            _____/_____ 

________________               _____/_____ 

________________               _____/_____ 

________________               _____/_____ 
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My Sample’s List 
 

Type      Style   Color                       Where I Got Them 

_________________         _______________        _______________         _______________________ 

_________________         _______________        _______________         _______________________ 

_________________         _______________        _______________         _______________________ 

_________________         _______________        _______________         _______________________ 

_________________         _______________        _______________         _______________________ 

_________________         _______________        _______________         _______________________ 

_________________         _______________        _______________         _______________________ 

_________________         _______________        _______________         _______________________ 

_________________         _______________        _______________         _______________________ 

_________________         _______________        _______________         _______________________ 

_________________         _______________        _______________         _______________________ 

_________________         _______________        _______________         _______________________ 
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Materials 
 

Tile Needed- 

• Tile size ___________             style_______________         Color_______________   

Bullnose__________    Sq. Ft. needed__________  Room to be installed ____________________ 

      Notes- 

• Tile size ___________             style_______________         Color_______________   

Bullnose__________    Sq. Ft. needed__________  Room to be installed ____________________ 

      Notes- 

• Tile size ___________             style_______________         Color_______________   

Bullnose__________    Sq. Ft. needed__________  Room to be installed ____________________ 

      Notes- 

• Specialty Pieces -  Style__________ Pieces Needed______ Room to be Installed______________ 

• Specialty Pieces -  Style__________ Pieces Needed______ Room to be Installed______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE - remember that 5% needs to be added to square footage and 10% for 
patterns. For any specialty pieces like bullnose, I always get a few more than I 
need. (See measuring chart and Waste Calculation Chart for more info on this) 
Home Depot, Menards and Lowes will let you return what is not used, if it’s not 
a special order item and it’s in stock.  
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Cement Board -      

Floors and Walls -      1/2 thickness_______ sheets needed 

Floors only -               1/4 thickness_______ sheets needed 

NOTE-   3X5 sheets are the most common size and are easy to work with. 

 

Grout-  

Sanded Grout – use with joints 1/8 inch or larger. 

Un-sanded Grout – use with joints less than 1/8. 

 

Sanded_____   Un-sanded_____     Color_____________        Bags_____         Caulk- tubes needed______ 

Sanded_____   Un-sanded_____     Color_____________        Bags_____         Caulk- tubes needed______ 

Sanded_____   Un-sanded_____     Color_____________        Bags_____         Caulk- tubes needed______ 

 

NOTE- Do not use sanded grout on Glass Tile without testing it first. It can scratch the surface. 

White is used with Natural Stone         ---            Gray is used with Ceramic and Porcelain 

 

White - Bags needed _____ 

Gray - Bags needed _____ 

 

 

 

 

Non-Sag for walls   -    Bags needed _____ 

Mastic (Tile Glue) - Gallons needed _____

NEVER USE MASTIC ON THE FLOOR! 

http://www.homedepot.com/h_d1/N-5yc1v/R-202263276/h_d2/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10053&langId=-1&keyword=durarock&storeId=10051&superSkuId=202938933#.UOM-lW9X3ng
http://www.homedepot.com/h_d1/N-5yc1v/R-202817897/h_d2/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10053&langId=-1&keyword=durarock&storeId=10051#.UOM-s29X3ng
http://www.lowes.com/pd_5434-1295-20025_0__?productId=1188047&Ntt=grout&pl=1&currentURL=%3FNtt%3Dgrout&facetInfo=
http://www.lowes.com/ProductDisplay?partNumber=111221-1295-80010&langId=-1&storeId=10151&productId=1119247&catalogId=10051&cmRelshp=req&rel=nofollow&cId=PDIO1
http://www.homedepot.com/h_d1/N-5yc1v/R-100091767/h_d2/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10053&langId=-1&keyword=thin+set&storeId=10051#.UOM7SG9X3ng
http://www.homedepot.com/h_d1/N-5yc1v/R-100162542/h_d2/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10053&langId=-1&keyword=thin+set&storeId=10051#.UOM7FG9X3ng
http://www.menards.com/main/flooring/tile-stone/tile-installation-maintenance/tile-mortar-mastics/mapei-ultralite-polymer-modified-mortar/p-1453261-c-6586.htm
http://www.lowes.com/pd_43950-1295-1040016L_0__?productId=3057555&Ntt=tile+glue&pl=1&currentURL=%3FNtt%3Dtile%2Bglue&facetInfo=
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Transitions-   

Tile meets- 

Carpet _____ Feet needed  

Tile       _____ Feet needed(it can just be tile to tile with no transition) 

Vinyl    _____ Feet needed 

Laminate _____ Feet needed 

Wood       _____ Feet needed 

Zero/Nothing _____ Feet needed 

Stairs _____ Feet needed

NOTE- If you’re not sure what to use check out my (Transitions sheet) on pages 14-18 also on my 
website: sothatshowyoudothat.com  or my blog. You can also contact me on my website or email me at- 
joe@sothatshowyoudothat.com 

Supplies needed- 
• Paintable waterproof membrane(a must have in the shower) ______gallons 

• grout sealer______ cans/bottles 

• joint tape ______ rolls 

• 2x4’s ______ 

• Screws _____ boxes/lbs. (1 1/4 cement board screws are plenty long.) 

• Sand mix_____ bags (this is for the shower pan)GO TO A TILE STORE FOR THIS! 

• Sponges _____ (recommend 4) 

• 5 gallon buckets _____ (recommend 4) 

• Measuring bucket _____(should show quarts) 

• SPACERS- (I use 2 spacers per square foot –(example ;  50 sq. ft. x 2=100 spacers)) 

               1/16 _____ bags        1/8_____ bags           3/16 _____ bags            1/4 _____bags 

http://www.shagtools.com/category/reno-tk.cfm
http://www.shagtools.com/category/reno-t.cfm
http://www.shagtools.com/category/reno-u.cfm
http://www.shagtools.com/category/reno-t.cfm
http://www.shagtools.com/category/reno-t.cfm
http://www.shagtools.com/tools/schluter-reno-ramp-satin-anodized-aluminum-49-reno-ramp-ae.cfm
http://www.shagtools.com/category/stair-nosing-profiles.cfm
http://www.sothatshowyoudothat.com/
http://www.sothatshowyoudothat.com/contact-us/
http://www.sothatshowyoudothat.com/contact-us/
http://www.contractorsdirect.com/Tile-Tools/Shower-Installation-Products/Laticrete-Hydroban-Waterproofing
http://www.contractorsdirect.com/Tile-Tools/Other-Tilling-Tools/Aqua-Mix-Sealers-Choice-Gold
http://www.homedepot.com/Flooring-Tile-Tools-Tile-Set-Surface-Prep-Backerboard/h_d1/N-5yc1vZc37o/R-100645273/h_d2/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10053&langId=-1&storeId=10051#.UOMQzW9X3ng
http://www.contractorsdirect.com/Tile-Tools/Tile-Removal-Scalers-Scrapers/Superiorbilt-Backerboard-Screws
http://www.tileshop.com/product/productdetail.aspx?familyID=2081&recordID=261606&gclid=CKix443xx7QCFegWMgodM0cA_w
http://www.contractorsdirect.com/Tile-Tools/Hand-Sponge/XL-Hydro-Sponge
http://www.lowes.com/pd_4853-1152-57640_0__?productId=3083565&Ntt=5+gallon+bucket&pl=1&currentURL=%3FNtt%3D5%2Bgallon%2Bbucket&facetInfo=
http://www.contractorsdirect.com/Tile-Tools/Spacers-Wedges/Barwalt-Horseshoe-Shims
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SEE NOTE BELOW           
 
 

• Wedges _____ bags/jars(100 pieces should be enough) 

• Painters tape _____ rolls 

• Carpenters pencils _____ 

• Sharpies(black)Fine tip_____ 

• Chalk _____ bottles (black is best) 

• 4” scraper blades _____ 

• Utility blades _____ 

• Screw tips for drill _____ 

• Wax ring(if removing toilet)_____ 

• Toilet bolts_____ 

NOTE- I use a 3/16 or 1/4 grout joint on most tile, however, it’s your decision. Tile that is 

2x2 and smaller is usually 1/8 grout joint. I talk about this in my videos. You can find 

those on my website: sothatshowyoudothat.com Also check out my blog for more on 

this subject. 

- I recommend spacers to be used only on walls (Barwalt horseshoe spacers work best 

and can be bought online at contractorsdirect.com) 

- I WOULD NEVER USE SPACERS ON THE FLOOR! (tile is always different sizes and 

spacers will cause the tile to go out of alignment.  

I will show you how to use a grid system in my videos check out my blog post How to 

Layout Floor Tile the Easy Way 

http://www.contractorsdirect.com/Tile-Tools/Spacers-Wedges/Barwalt-Precision-Wedges
http://www.homedepot.com/h_d1/N-5yc1v/R-202077779/h_d2/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10053&langId=-1&keyword=painters+tape&storeId=10051#.UOMYI29X3ng
http://www.lowes.com/pd_99748-281-66305SL_0__?productId=1115669&Ntt=carpenters+pencil&pl=1&currentURL=%3FNtt%3Dcarpenters%2Bpencil&facetInfo=
http://www.homedepot.com/h_d1/N-5yc1v/R-202313055/h_d2/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10053&langId=-1&keyword=sharpie&storeId=10051#.UOUE5m9X3ng
http://www.homedepot.com/h_d1/N-5yc1v/R-100091731/h_d2/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10053&langId=-1&keyword=chalk&storeId=10051#.UOMZdG9X3ng
http://www.tools4flooring.com/asr-personna-610027-4-in-hd-scraper-blades-p-855.html#.UOMdjm9X3ng
http://www.tools4flooring.com/personna-61-0003-2-notch-heavy-duty-utility-blades-100-pack.html#.UOMdym9X3ng
http://www.homedepot.com/h_d1/N-25ecodZ5yc1v/R-202248373/h_d2/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10053&langId=-1&keyword=dewalt+%232+screw+tips&storeId=10051#.UOMfGm9X3ng
http://www.homedepot.com/h_d1/N-5yc1v/R-202551420/h_d2/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10053&langId=-1&keyword=wax+ring&storeId=10051#.UOMfU29X3ng
http://www.sothatshowyoudothat.com/installing-tile-using-the-grid/
http://www.sothatshowyoudothat.com/how-to-layout-floor-tile-the-easy-way/
http://www.sothatshowyoudothat.com/how-to-layout-floor-tile-the-easy-way/
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Tools needed- NOTE all items highlighted in light gray can be rented. 

 
• Trowels- (look at chart on thin set bag to determine the size of your trowel notch) 

                 1/4x1/4x1/4  _____   square notch          3/16x3/16x3/16 _____ square notch          

                   1/4x3/8x1/4 _____ square notch           1/2X1/2x1/2 _____ square notch 

Note- the smallest trowel I use is a 3/16x3/16x3/16 square notch. I also use this when it says to use a V 
notch. It leaves a little more thin set/adhesive 

 

• Rubber gloves_____ 

• Tape Measure _____ (25 ft.) 

• Hammer_____ 

• Level _____ ( at least 4ft.) 

• Chalk line _____ 

• Tile nipper _____ 

• Utility knife _____ 

• Paint brush/roller 3/8 nap _____ (if 

using paintable membrane) 

• Grout float ____ 

• Caulking gun _____ 

• Extension cord _____ 

• Speed square _____ 

• T-square _____ 

• L- square_____ 

• Broom _____ 

• Vacuum _____ 

• 4” hand scraper _____ 

• 6” taping knife _____ 

• Angle grinder _____ 

• 4” diamond blade _____(for angle 

grinder) 

• Drill _____ 

• Mixing paddle _____ 

• Laser_____ (possible rental item if not a 

level will do) 

• Tile cutter _____  

• Cutting wheels_____ (for tile cutter) 

• Wet saw _____ (can take the place of 

tile cutter) 

• Jamb saw _____  

• Jig saw _____ (for cutting cement 

board/optional)   

• Grout removal tool _____ 

 
 
 
 

http://www.tools4flooring.com/gundlach-683-th-versablade-trowel-blue-handle.html#.UOMfuW9X3nh
http://www.tools4flooring.com/gundlach-no-680-notch-versablade-trowel-blade.html#.UOMf4G9X3ng
http://www.tools4flooring.com/gundlach-no-680-notch-versablade-trowel-blade.html#.UOMf4G9X3ng
http://www.tools4flooring.com/gundlach-no-680-notch-versablade-trowel-blade.html#.UOMf4G9X3ng
http://www.tools4flooring.com/gundlach-no-680-notch-versablade-trowel-blade.html#.UOMf4G9X3ng
http://www.contractorsdirect.com/Tile-Tools/Kneepads-Gloves/21591-Grouting-Gloves
http://www.homedepot.com/h_d1/N-5yc1v/R-202723377/h_d2/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10053&langId=-1&keyword=tape+measure&storeId=10051#.UOMhFW9X3ng
http://www.homedepot.com/h_d1/N-25ecodZ5yc1v/R-100240607/h_d2/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10053&langId=-1&keyword=hammer&storeId=10051#.UOMhdG9X3ng
http://www.homedepot.com/h_d1/N-5yc1v/R-100356504/h_d2/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10053&langId=-1&keyword=level&storeId=10051#.UOMhom9X3ng
http://www.homedepot.com/h_d1/N-5yc1v/R-202867918/h_d2/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10053&langId=-1&keyword=Dewalt++chalk+line&storeId=10051#.UOMh7W9X3ng
http://www.lowes.com/pd_185152-16878-54581_0__?productId=3523638&Ntt=tile+nipper&pl=1&currentURL=%3FNtt%3Dtile%2Bnipper&facetInfo=
http://www.tools4flooring.com/crain-727-delphin-knife-p-1270.html#.UOMi_G9X3ng
http://www.contractorsdirect.com/Tile-Tools/Grout-Floats/Raimondi-Smart-Float
http://www.homedepot.com/h_d1/N-5yc1v/R-202036534/h_d2/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10053&langId=-1&keyword=caulking+gun&storeId=10051#.UOMk_G9X3ng
http://www.homedepot.com/h_d1/N-5yc1v/R-100650642/h_d2/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10053&langId=-1&keyword=extension+cord&storeId=10051#.UOMlRG9X3ng
http://www.homedepot.com/h_d1/N-5yc1v/R-100208283/h_d2/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10053&langId=-1&keyword=speed+square&storeId=10051#.UOMlhm9X3ng
http://www.homedepot.com/h_d1/N-5yc1v/R-100095247/h_d2/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10053&langId=-1&keyword=t+square&storeId=10051#.UOMl4m9X3ng
http://www.homedepot.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/ProductDisplay?langId=-1&storeId=10051&catalogId=10053&R=100167166&catEntryId=100167166#.UOMlnG9X3ng
http://www.shagtools.com/tools/magnolia-brush-24-or-30-fine-broom-w-handle-51-37.cfm
http://www.homedepot.com/h_d1/N-5yc1v/R-100081216/h_d2/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10053&langId=-1&keyword=wet+dry+vac&storeId=10051#.UOMmoG9X3ng
http://www.shagtools.com/tools/roberts-4-floorwall-scraper-12-or-18-handle-10-adj-scraper.cfm
http://www.homedepot.com/h_d1/N-5yc1v/R-100660218/h_d2/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10053&langId=-1&keyword=taping+knife&storeId=10051#.UOMnPG9X3ng
http://www.homedepot.com/h_d1/N-5yc1v/R-100401582/h_d2/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10053&langId=-1&keyword=angle+grinder&storeId=10051#.UOMnc29X3ng
http://www.contractorsdirect.com/Tile-Tools/Dry-Diamond-Blades-Granite-Porcelain/DEWALT-DW4765-Wet-Dry-Tile-Blade
http://www.harborfreight.com/1-2-half-inch-heavy-duty-spade-handle-drill-93632.html
http://www.homedepot.com/h_d1/N-5yc1v/R-100177456/h_d2/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10053&langId=-1&keyword=mixing+paddle&storeId=10051#.UOMpp29X3ng
http://www.homedepot.com/h_d1/N-5yc1v/R-202502529/h_d2/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10053&langId=-1&keyword=lasers&storeId=10051#.UOMy429X3ng
http://www.contractorsdirect.com/Tile-Tools/Tile-Cutters/Rubi-TR-Tile-Cutters
http://www.contractorsdirect.com/Tile-Tools/Rubi-Tile-Cutter-Parts/Rubi-TX-TM-Tile-Cutter-Repl-Wheels
http://www.homedepot.com/h_d1/N-25ecodZ5yc1v/R-100665648/h_d2/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10053&langId=-1&keyword=tile+saw&storeId=10051#.UOM0NG9X3ng
http://www.homedepot.com/h_d1/N-5yc1v/R-203005215/h_d2/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10053&langId=-1&keyword=oscilating+saw&storeId=10051#.UOM0-29X3ng
http://www.homedepot.com/h_d1/N-5yc1v/R-202854039/h_d2/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10053&langId=-1&keyword=jig+saw&storeId=10051#.UOM1IG9X3ng
http://www.contractorsdirect.com/Tile-Tools/Grout-Removal-Tools/Marshalltown-Grout-Saw-Durasoft
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You will get better quality tools at a cheaper price when you shop on line. You have to wait a few days 
but you can plan it out. You can also shop at some of the specialty stores in your city. Look in the yellow 
pages under “Tile Supplies” and you should find plenty to choose from .The websites that I use the most 
are:      

Contractorsdirect.com 

Tools4flooring.com 

Shagtools.com 

 

 Home Depot, Lowes and Menards have tools and supplies for your tile installation. They are located in 
the Tile section of the store. Over the years I have found what I like to use and that’s what I’m going to 
pass on to you for my recommendations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks,   

Joe Letendre 

Email- joe@sothatshowyoudothat.com 

 

 

Check out the links that I have provided for 
you. Just click on a tool, supply or transition in 
this Planner and you will see what I use. These 
are what I use and it’s totally up to you what 
you use. You can Email me with any questions, 
I will help with whatever I can! 
 

http://www.contractorsdirect.com/Tile-Tools
http://www.tools4flooring.com/ceramic-stone-tools.html
http://www.shagtools.com/category/tile-stone-tools.cfm
http://www.sothatshowyoudothat.com/contact-us/
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How to Measure Sheet 
 

 

 15ft 6in 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 15ft 6in 

 

      

10ft 6in 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

 

ssss 

 

 

 

Multiply length X width = square feet 

15.5 X 15.5 = 240.25 sq ft 

How to subtract the cabinets- 

10.5 X 2.75 = 28.875 sq ft / 4.5 X 2.75 = 12.375 sq ft 

  2ft 9in                                              and 

1.75 X 2.75 = 4.8125 

Add the total cabinet square footage together 

28.875 + 12.375 + 4.8125 = 46.0625 

Now subtract the cabinets from total 

Square feet of the room- 

240.25 – 46.0625 = 194.1875 sq. ft. 

Now add your waste 

           

                             4ft 6in                                              2ft 9 in 

        

           2ft 9in 
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When measuring cabinets I break them up into sections. (As seen in the above sample)           

Try to use numbers that are easy to multiply. See the next page and I’ll show you what I mean. 

 

When subtracting cabinets I round down to the nearest 1/4  of a foot

I. 3 inches = .25 
II. 6 inches = .50 

III. 9 inches = .75 
IV. 12 inches = 1 

 
1. Rounding Down 

a) My cabinet is 2ft 10in wide and 10ft 7in long and by rounding down to 2ft 9in wide 
and 10ft 6in long I’m subtracting less flooring. This is a good thing!  

b) If I rounded up I would subtract too much flooring and the result would be not      
enough flooring! 

 

                                                                     2ft 9in 

 

 

 

 

 

                                             10ft 6in   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

                               4ft 6in                                         

   

                                                                                                       2 ft 9in                                                                                                                                                        

  

 

Using these numbers 
helps simplify the 

math 
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2. Rounding Up 
a) My room is actually 15ft 4in wide X 15ft 5in long and by rounding up to                         

15ft 6in X 15ft 6in I’m adding more flooring. 
b) If I rounded down I would not have enough flooring and the result would                      

be not enough flooring! 
 
 
 

        15ft 6in 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                          15ft 6in 

 

      

 

 

  

 

 

 

Remember This- 
 

• I’m not trying to complicate the measuring process for you.  
 
 
 
 
 

• I’m trying to simplify it by using easier numbers.  

 

 

• This is why I’m showing you how to round up and round 
down.  

 

If you have any questions you can contact me on my website or 
email me at- 

joe@sothatshowyoudothat.com 
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Use this chart when you need to convert fractions to decimals 

 

Fractions to Decimal Chart 
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Waste Calculation Sheet 
              

                                                                               

 10 feet 

  

    
 

  

 

 

 

  

                                                                                                                   20 feet  

   

 

   

 

 

 

 

Square Feet and Yards 

Length X Width = Square Feet 

Divide by 9 = Yards 

Example; 

10 X 20 = 200 square feet 

Then 

200 ÷ 9 = 22.22 yards 

WASTE 

200 X 1.05 = 210 square feet 

200 X 1.10 = 220 square feet 

ALWAYS add 5% waste when using Tile, 
Laminate and Wood and 10% when there is a 

pattern or installing product on a diagonal. 

5% -multiply square feet X 1.05 

10% -multiply square feet X 1.10 
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Transitions 
• There are several types of transitions to choose from. Below I will guide you through the 

different types of transitions used for the specific flooring that you are going to purchase. 

 

Laminate and Wood Flooring Transitions- 
                                            (Click Here) 

 

 

1– This is a T-Molding and it’s used where 2 floors meet that are the same heights or very 

close to the same heights.(never use a T-molding where laminate/wood meets carpet) 

2- This is a Square nose and it is used where laminate/wood meets carpet. It can also be used 

at doorways that have thresholds such as; Patio Doors and Exterior Doors. 

3- This is a Stair Nose and it’s used along stairways and also on the steps. 

4- This is a Reducer and it is used where the laminate/wood meets an area that doesn’t have 

flooring. It can also be used where it meets vinyl/linoleum flooring on concrete or where there 
is not any underlayment under the vinyl/linoleum.  

 

1 2 3 

4 

http://www.homedepot.com/h_d1/N-5yc1v/R-100555782/h_d2/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10053&langId=-1&keyword=laminate+transitions&storeId=10051#.UONb529X3ng
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• *All 4 of these transitions have a lip that goes over the top of the Laminate/Wood. This 
type of transition is the easiest to use. 

• There are times that you will need to modify these transitions with a saw to make them 
fit. 

 

These are more difficult to install! 

 

• This stair nose and reducer have a groove to receive a tongue; these are called flush 
mount transitions. When using these they will be flush with the flooring. This type of 
transition you will need a table saw, router and tongues to complete the installation.  

 

• Transitions can vary in shape and could look a little different from these examples. 
Quick Step has a three in one transition that can become a square nose, reducer or a t-
molding. It’s actually a very slick option. 
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Tile Transitions for Floors and Walls 
        (click above to see all that is available to you) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A - 
This is a common transition that is used 
in multiple situations such as; tile to 
carpet, tile to nothing (such as concrete) 
and tile to tile on an outside corner of a 
wall (this would be a wall tile 
installation) 

 

 

 

B -     
This is also a more common  transition 
that can be used in situations such as; 
tile to carpet, tile to vinyl/linoleum and  
tile to nothing(such as concrete). 

 

A 

B 

http://www.shagtools.com/category/finishing-protection-profiles-wallscountertops.cfm
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This is used on the edge of a 
countertop. 

This can be used on countertops, tubs 
and any outside corner 

More examples of the more common type of tile transitions like shown earlier 

 The different types of transitions available are really endless. If you go to Schluter.com you will find 
whatever fits your needs. There are other brands to choose from, I prefer Schluter. It is really up to you if 

a transition is even needed. 

• When using corner transitions on walls it gives it a different look and eliminates the need of 
bullnose (tile that has a rounded edge). 

• Carpet to tile transitions can be optional because the carpet tucks to the tile. This transition does 
protect the tile edge and looks sharp but it isn’t mandatory to have. 
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Carpet Transitions 
 

  

 

This is a Tap Down Metal that is very 
common to use in all carpet transition 
situations. It has pins on the base of it 
that grab the carpet when stretching. 

Very easy to work with. 

Click Here 

This is a Z Bar which is used when you do 
not want a metal transition. The carpet 
folds under and then the edge is tapped 
down with a hammer to hold the carpet 
in place.  You can see how to use this in 

my Living Room, Hall and Stair video 
which is available on my website. This is 

more difficult to work with. 

Click Here 

This is a Flat Bar metal which can also 
be used in almost all situations where 
a carpet transition is needed. This is 
the easiest of all the transitions to 
install however it’s also the most 

unattractive. 

Click Here 

 

http://www.shagtools.com/category/floor-metal.cfm
http://www.tools4flooring.com/futura-zbar-p-455.html#.UONUgG9X3ng
http://www.homedepot.com/h_d1/N-5yc1v/R-100112304/h_d2/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10053&langId=-1&keyword=Carpet+transitions&storeId=10051#.UONVN29X3ng
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Floor Prep 

Fill in the blanks or check them off as you fulfill them 

Materials 
 

• Self-leveler ______ bags(Levelquik® at Home Depot works well) 
• Mesh(wire/plastic)  _____feet (you need to use this on a wood subfloor when using  self-leveler) 
• Primer _____ gallons 
• Cement based floor patch _____ bags (I highly recommend Ardex  feather finish) 

 
*This comes in a 10lb. bag and can be purchased at many floorcovering suppliers. DO NOT 
accept any imitations of this product it is by far the best. I would not use any other product 
when installing any type of hard surface floor covering such as Tile, linoleum, vinyl, wood, 
laminate and etc... The only exception is carpet.  
 
 

Tools 
 

• Finishing trowel_____ (I use a 12”) 
• 6 ‘ Straight edge/level_____ 
• Broom _____ 
• Vacuum _____ 
• Razor scraper-  4” hand _____           8” stand up _____ 
• 6” tapers knife/spat _____ 
• Hammer _____ 
• Grinder _____ 

 

http://www.homedepot.com/h_d1/N-5yc1v/R-100192482/h_d2/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10053&langId=-1&keyword=levelquik&storeId=10051#.UNfWnW9X3ng
http://www.homedepot.com/h_d1/N-5yc1v/R-202093395/h_d2/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10053&langId=-1&keyword=wire+mesh&storeId=10051#.UONWJ29X3nh
http://www.homedepot.com/h_d1/N-5yc1v/R-100115970/h_d2/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10053&langId=-1&keyword=levelquik+primer&storeId=10051#.UONWTm9X3ng
http://www.tools4flooring.com/ardex-feather-finish-gray-10-lb-bag.html#.UNfV6W9X3ng
http://www.homedepot.com/h_d1/N-5yc1v/R-202091760/h_d2/ProductDisplay?catalogId=10053&langId=-1&keyword=finishing+trowel&storeId=10051#.UONWum9X3nh
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Taking on a project at home has never been easier with the help of  So That’s How You Do That! -
University 

Joe Letendre gives you everything you need to know for your Tile project, all in one place! 

Combine My Project Planner™ Tile edition with the So That’s How You Do That! University and you 
will have everything you need to complete your project with confidence.

 

Other Products We Offer 
 

My Project Planner™ 

Laminate/Wood Flooring Edition 

Carpet Edition 

                              (Coming Soon!!) 
 

 

Everything that you need to plan for is right here in My Project Planner™-Materials list, supplies 
list, how to measure guide, transition sheet, floor prep check list, waste calculation guide, stretching 

guides(carpet only), tools list and where to get them and so much more. We have put many hours 
into these planners to simplify your project. It will also save you time, money and give you the 

knowledge that you need for your project. 
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So That’s How You Do That! - University 

  Tile –  

From demo to install. Check out the user friendly methods that Joe uses. 

• Floors 
• Walls  
• Ceiling 

Laminate-  

From the starter row to the last piece, Joe will guide you through a Living room, entry and 
hall. The methods he uses will simplify this installation process. Learn how to measure for 

cuts without a tape measure.  

Carpet- 

A living room, hall and steps are where you will learn all you need to know to finish this 
project. 
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